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PhDPhDPhDPhD----meeting International New Town Institutemeeting International New Town Institutemeeting International New Town Institutemeeting International New Town Institute    
Tuesday May 27th 2008Tuesday May 27th 2008Tuesday May 27th 2008Tuesday May 27th 2008    

Museum De Paviljoens, Odeonstraat 3-5   1325 AL   Almere   the Netherlands 

 

 

9h00  registration and coffee in Museum De Paviljoens 

 

9h15  welcome by Marit Geluk, International New Town Institute 

Introduction by chairman Michelle Provoost, Crimson 

 

9h30 mr. dipl-ing. Peter Götsch, PhD TU Karlsruhe (G) 

Neo-towns in the 21st Century. Innovations and Challenges of 21st  century’s 

privately driven developments, emplified along a comparative study of the 

three New Towns: Bumi Serpong Damai (Jakarta, Indonesia), Navi Mumbai 

(Mumbai, India) and Alphaville (Sao Paolo, Brazil) 

 

9h45 mrs. Fangfang Cheng, PhD ITC, Enschede (NL) 

Coping with industrial restructuring under rapidly urbanizing context case of 

Shenzhen, China  

 

10h00 mr. Peter Sailer, Reseacher FAR (G / Ch) 

Challenges and opportunities of new Chinese cities 

 

10h15 mr. dipl-ing. Sebastian Seelig, PhD TU Berlin (G) 

Project Young Cities Iran 

 

10h30 mr. Guillermo Delgado / mrs. Jiong Wu, researchers Berlage Institute (NL) 

The Saemangeum Project, South Korea  

 

10h45 mrs. Caroline Motta, PhD University of Paris – Sorbonne (F) 

New Towns and Townscapes: Towards an Internationl Urban Model? 

 

11h00 mrs. Daliana Suryawinata BSc, PhD TU Delft, Faculteit Bouwkunde (NL) 

Prosper(c)ity 

 

11h15 coffee break 

 

11h30 mrs. ir. Ekim Tan, PhD TU Delft, Faculteit Bouwkunde (NL) 

Agency 2.0: Towards Adaptive Environments for human Habitats 

 

11h45 mr. dr. Ahmedzaib Khan Mahsud, researcher KU Leuven (B) 

Doxiadis´ figure and his projects around the world during 1950-60s 

Nature and the City: The Legacy of Doxiadis´ plan for Islamabad 

 

12h00 mrs. drs. Simone Rots, PhD Crimson / TU Delft, Faculteit Bouwkunde (NL) 

The New Town, new towns after WOII in Latin America 

 

12h15 mr. dipl-ing. Ali Saad, researcher maxwan architects & urbanists (NL) 

Rourkela – The double life of a modernist city in India  

 

12h30 mr. dipl-ing. Thomas Stellmach, researcher MAXWAN Architects (NL) 

a.o. Project A101 Russia 
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         12h45 

 

 mrs. Yanliu Lin, Eindhoven University of Technology (NL) 

 Urban village and self-organization in south China 

 

         13h00 mr. Pu Hao, PhD ITC, Enschede (NL) 

Managing Urban Villages in Fast Growing Chinese Cites  

 

13h15 drs. Brenda Madrazo, PhD Universiteit Utrecht (NL) 

'Social change and spatial re-division: understanding China's new urban 

fragmentations' 

 

13h30 mrs. ir. Jing Zhou, PhD TU Delft, Faculteit Bouwkunde (NL) 

Comparison Study of New Towns in China and Western Europe  

 

13h45 evaluation 

 

14h00 lunch in museum  

 

15h00 city tour by bike, Almere 

start: Museum De Paviljoens 

end: restaurant Waterfront 

 

17h00

  

reception restaurant Waterfront, Esplanade 10 Almere (Schouwburg/Theatre) 

 

18h00 dinner restaurant Waterfront 

 

20h0020h0020h0020h00

     

llllecture: New Towns abroad, ecture: New Towns abroad, ecture: New Towns abroad, ecture: New Towns abroad,     

Dutch Urban Design in Asia 

OMA: Waterfront City & Rak Jebel Aljass, United Arab Emirates / DHV 

Caofeidian Eco-city, China / MAXWAN: Project A101, Russia / Venhoeven CS: 

Chungcheongnam, Korea / Atelier Dutch: Gaoqiao Holland Village, China. 

 

Location: Schouwburg Almere 
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NeoNeoNeoNeo----Towns in the South Towns in the South Towns in the South Towns in the South (Working Title) 

Peter GöPeter GöPeter GöPeter Götschtschtschtsch, University of Karlsruhe 

 

The innovations and challenges of contemporary privately driven New Towns – 

exemplified by the cases of Bumi Serpong Damai (Jakarta, Indonesia), Navi Mumbai 

(Mumbai, India), and Alphaville (São Paulo, Brasil) 

 

ContacContacContacContact Datat Datat Datat Data    

Peter Gotsch 

University of Karlsruhe 

Institute for Urban and Regional Planning 

Lab of Planning in a Global Context (GLORA) 

Englerstraße 11 

76131 Karlsruhe 

Tel.: ++49 (0) 608 7154 

Fax.: ++49 (0) 721 608 3734 

E-Mail: pg@glora.org 

Web: www.glora.org 

[in preparation: www.neo-town.org] 

Project TypeProject TypeProject TypeProject Type    

Doctorate Research 

Time FrameTime FrameTime FrameTime Frame    

Feb 2004 - Oct 2008 

Advisors and Partner InstitutionsAdvisors and Partner InstitutionsAdvisors and Partner InstitutionsAdvisors and Partner Institutions    

Germany: Prof. Alex Wall; Institute for Urban and Regional Planning (ORL) at the University 

of Karlsruhe  

Indonesia:  Urban Planning Programme; University Tarumanagara, Jakarta, Dr.-Ing. 

Suriyadi Santoso. 

IndiaIndiaIndiaIndia: Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Prof. N.R. Sharma (tbc): Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Prof. N.R. Sharma (tbc): Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Prof. N.R. Sharma (tbc): Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Prof. N.R. Sharma (tbc)    

Urban Design Research Institute (UDRI), Mumbai, Prof. Rahul Mehrotra (tbc) 

Brasil: Postgraduate Programme at McKenzie University, São Paulo, Prof. Ruth Verde Zein 

(tbc) 

Pontifical University of Parana (Curitiba), Prof. Fernando Arns 

 

Key Words 

New Towns, Planning, Design, Innovation, Neo-Liberalism, Urban Typologies, Planning 

Processes, Multiplex Urban Regions 

    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

New Towns are on the agenda again! At the end of the last century, most urban experts 

confirmed the end of the era of New Town building – in its last stage associated with the 

phenomenon of the keynesian welfare state – as a fact. Indeed today we are witnessing 

the development of a large amount of new settlements on a smaller scale, including 

increasingly privately developed and managed residential neighbourhoods (gated 

communities, country clubs, lifestyle communities etc). However, in addition to this trend 

of rather small scale, single use and scattered developments, we can observe trends of 

consolidation and agglomeration at certain locations. These lead to increasingly larger 
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developments, resulting in fully-fledged ‘private towns’. Surprisingly or not, these ‘new’ 

New Towns are predominantly run by the corporate sector. These cities represent an 

interesting dialectic, as they are the products of a new kind of economy (e.g. neo-liberal 

context) and, at the same time, they represent a new and innovative means of production. 

... Consequently, I propose the use of the hypothetical working term Neo-Towns. 

 

In the preliminary phase of this study (cp. relevant publications) I sought to sketch a 

research agenda addressing the recent trend towards large privately driven New Town 

developments, currently underway in various megacity regions around the globe. Among 

the new cities representing this trend, and featuring 100.000’s of residents on thousands 

of hectares of land, are Saigon South (Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam), Nordelta (Buenos Aires, 

Argentina), Curauma (Santiago, Chile), Navi Mumbai (India), and Century City (Capetown, 

South Africa). A range a cross-section” of these cities was incorporated into a comparative 

matrix and database. The case of ‘Saigon South’ (Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam) was 

employed in particular to illustrate new strategies of city planning and design, stemming 

from a corporate-driven and free-market-oriented global context. 

 

Having identified a trend as well a research agenda, the goal for my further work was to 

be a deeper comparative study of three of the privately driven New Town developments. 

For this purpose, three case studies located in democratic and liberal market frameworks 

of emerging economies were selected. These are: 1) the Satellite Town of Bumi Serpong 

Damai in the Greater Region of Jakarta, Indonesia; 2) the parallel city of Navi Mumbai in 

the Mumbai-Region, India (including an adjacent Special Economic Zones); and 3) the 

private town of Alphaville in the Region of São Paulo, Brasil. 

 

The project outlined here aims firstly to describe Neo Towns and their production in a 

synoptic and holistic way, and secondly it seeks to reflect on this phenomenon, exploring 

contexts and significant concepts” within relevant urban theory and research.  

 

In its core, the study thoroughly examines the political and historical context of Neo 

Towns, their urban and regional structure and architectural typologies, and the residents 

they cater for. It places a particular emphasis on the operational mode and strategies of 

the corporate sector (developers) in relation to the regulatory framework. In addition, it 

puts an ‘accent’, on the presentation and evaluation of new hybrid modes of planning, 

construction, management and operation evolving at these places between the private, 

public and corporate spheres (e.g. new forms of construction, the provision of private 

services, or public-private-corporate modes of governance...). As a result, one of the 

central outcomes of this project is a catalogue (web-database) of background information 

and spatial data on currently developed ‘satellite towns’. 

    

Relevant Publications by the AuthorRelevant Publications by the AuthorRelevant Publications by the AuthorRelevant Publications by the Author    

- Gotsch, Peter 2005: Die räumliche Ordnung des neuen Kapitals [The 

spatial order of ‘new capital’]; in JUNI, Kunst Zeit Schrift, # 8; Badischer Kunstverein, 

Karlsruhe; S. 22ff. 

- Gotsch, Peter 2004: Saigon South: Parallel City in the South. In: Somma, 

Paola (ed.); At War with the City; Gateshead. 
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- Gotsch, Peter 2004: “Was tun mit der „geronnenen Mayonnaise?” [What to 

do about the curdled (urban) Mayonnaise?]; in JUNI, Kunst Zeit Schrift, #4, Badischer 

Kunstverein, Karlsruhe, S. 15ff. 

- Gotsch, Peter. 2002: "Saigon Süd: Parallelstadt im Süden, Zu den 

Produktionsmechanismen und Typen einer neoliberalen Stadt“ [Saigon South: 

Parallel City in the South, on the Mechanisms of Production and Types of a Neo-

liberal City]; p. 9-13, in Trialog: Zeitschrift für das Planen und Bauen in der Dritten 

Welt, Heftnummer 75, Darmstadt. 

- Gotsch, Peter; Peterek, Michael 2002: "Neue Städte im Süden: Urbane 

Modelle für das 21 Jahrhundert? [New Towns in the South, Urban Models for the 21 

Century?], p. 42-46, in Trialog: Zeitschrift für das Planen und Bauen in der Dritten 

Welt, Heftnummer 75, Darmstadt, [in German]. 

- Gotsch, Peter 1995: Information of Space: The Spatiality of Technology 

and Power, Thesis Presented at Columbia University Graduate School of 

Architecture, Planning and Preservation, Advisor: Prof. Saskia Sassen, May 1995, 

New York, NY. 

 

coming soon: www.neo-town.org 

Please ask the author at pg@glora.org for more information... 
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Coping with industrial restructuring under rapiCoping with industrial restructuring under rapiCoping with industrial restructuring under rapiCoping with industrial restructuring under rapidly urbanizing context dly urbanizing context dly urbanizing context dly urbanizing context case case case case 

of Sof Sof Sof Shenzhen, henzhen, henzhen, henzhen, CCCChinahinahinahina    

FangfangFangfangFangfangFangfang    ChengChengChengCheng∗∗∗∗,,,, Faculty of Geosciences, Utrecht University, Utrecht, Netherlands 

Department of Urban and Regional Planning and Geo-information Management, ITC, 

Enschede, Netherlands. 

 

 

AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract    

Many new towns are established in modern China as special economic zones. These are 

experiment zones for the ‘open-door’ economic reform to attract foreign investment. 

Shenzhen is an extremely successful demonstration of the experiment from the 

perspective of economic growth. Hyper-rapid urban development has paralleled the 

dramatic economic growth, while environmental concerns have shaped/constrained urban 

development towards a sustainable growth. Industrial restructuring is initiated by shifting 

from manufacturing to knowledge-intensive industry/service sectors, in such a manner 

that economic growth can be sustained, whilst societal and environmental conditions are 

also met. However, the interrelated and interacting multiplier effects of industrial 

restructuring make the restructuring process rather complex. This poses a significant 

challenge to urban planners who develop policy interventions to steer urban spatial 

development. Therefore, this research aims at a) examining the multiplier effects and 

their spatial implications as a consequence of industrial restructuring; b) the decision 

support for urban planners in the strategic planning making process, with the case study 

of Shenzhen. 

    

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    
∗ Address: Hengelosestraat 99, Enschede, The Netherlands 

Mail address: P.O.Box 6-138, 7500 AA Enschede, The Netherlands 

e-mail: cheng15029@itc.nl; F.Cheng@geo.uu.nl  

Phone: +31 (0)53 4874 281 

Fax: +31 (0)53 4874 575 
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Challenges and opportuChallenges and opportuChallenges and opportuChallenges and opportunities of new Chinese citiesnities of new Chinese citiesnities of new Chinese citiesnities of new Chinese cities    

FAR’s contribution to a rapid urbanisationFAR’s contribution to a rapid urbanisationFAR’s contribution to a rapid urbanisationFAR’s contribution to a rapid urbanisation    

Peter SailerPeter SailerPeter SailerPeter Sailer, TU Berlin 

 

 

At the moment, China is taking the centre stage in the construction world. Growing with a 

speed far above the developed nations, the rapid industrialisation has implications on the 

rate of urbanisation – a high-speed urbanisation. This phenomenon can be mainly seen at 

cities along the Chinese coast but also in the surroundings of already existing cities. 

 

The Chinese government and its administrations have to keep step with the country’s 

economic development. Therefore, urban planning as both reason and result of the 

economic state of an administrative area should be carried out rationally and reasonably 

in order to sustain growth and prosperity. Long periods to set up a profound planning 

framework are hindering effective planning work in times of fast changes. Plans approved 

today might be already outdated tomorrow. 

 

The increasing rate of urbanised areas – due to an influx of more than 300 million people 

over the last 25 years – is a development never occurred in Chinese or world history 

before and with an end not yet to appear. 

 

The biggest problem caused by this construction boom is, that China, which accounts to 

just about one fifth of the world population obtains far less than 10 per cent of the 

world’s arable land. But as most of this land is situated in the Eastern part of China where 

the majority of the urbanization processes take place, a rivalry between economic 

development and the improvement of living standards with all subordinated measures to 

be taken on the one hand and the goal of maintaining a high level of agricultural self-

sufficiency is provoked. 

 

But can ‘faster’ be put on the same level with ‘better’? 

 

High-density, increasing numbers of cars, and rural-urban migration, just to name the 

most important, put pressure on the urban development and impose tasks on the local 

governments, which are not easy to be solved. 

 

The Shanghai case: 

In its master plan the term ‚new town’ was introduced for the first time aiming at relieving 

the highly congested city centre and strengthening the entire regional development of the 

city’s outer districts. In the year of 2001, the planning of ten new settlements as pilot 

projects has been initiated. By doing so, the Shanghai Urban Planning Bureau wanted to 

gain knowledge for future development projects. For the new settlements, it was hoped, 

that mainly Western architecture styles would raise the acceptance among the residents, 

since some of the new settlements are quite distant from the city centre. With the 

introduction of the foreign architecture styles, cooperation with architecture firms from 

abroad had to follow. 

 

Even though the new settlements are partly or entirely completed at the moment, their 
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success has yet to be estimated. Many doubts occurred in public and circle around the 

settlements’ incapability of lowering the population density in the city centre. 

Furthermore, situated in the high-price segment of the real estate market, these 

settlements are not affordable for the normal member of the working class. 

 

Questions of research at FAR: 

 

1) Is it possible to find solutions to the problems Chinese urban planning has 

to cope with by transferring European experiences? 

2) Why should Western urban design be applied in an entirely different 

cultural context? 

3) What is the extent of the contribution to Chinese urban development by 

foreign urban planning offices? 

4) What is the idea behind the designs of the settlements? 

 

Many questions, just like the ones mentioned above, do not only address problems in 

Shanghai but can also be applied to other urban developments in China. 

Developing sustainable urbanized spaces in the coastal areas, together with an 

accelerated development in the inland and western regions, calls for a balanced regional 

coordination. Taking into account every region’s specialties and potentials can prevent 

creating overcapacities in any sector. To protect ecologically important regions has to be 

one of the main targets Chinese urban development has to focus on. 

 

To work on the urban layouts is a very efficient method to contribute to a more 

sustainable way of living. Short commuting distances and special emphasis on public 

transportation can reduce the car usage and tempt people to change their way of 

thinking. Cities, which are pedestrian friendlier than before and buildings that are more 

energy efficient, are the basic measures, which can be taken in the beginning with further 

developments to follow. 

 

In the future, China will not only have to provide basic infrastructures and standard 

housing to meet further needs for its urban residents and the expected newcomers. In 

addition to that, changes in lifestyle will lead to the unavoidable necessity of providing 

more apartments for a constant number of urban residents. Therefore, finding methods 

and ways to adjust the urban structure to new challenges uncomplicatedly without giving 

away the built heritage and evolved social structures has to be the main task of urban 

development and urban design. 

 

The above stated questions and descriptions are just a part of the vast field in which 

research can be carried out. Answers have yet to be found in order to secure a sustainable 

development in the future. 

 

© Peter Sailer, Berlin, May 2007 

    

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

sailer.shanghai@googlemail.com 
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The Saemangeum Project, South KoreaThe Saemangeum Project, South KoreaThe Saemangeum Project, South KoreaThe Saemangeum Project, South Korea    

Research project by the Berlage Institute, Rotterdam (2008) 

Team: Branimir Medic, Architekten Cie; Daniel Valle, Spain; Ronald Wall (Urban 

Economist); Guillermo DelgadoGuillermo DelgadoGuillermo DelgadoGuillermo Delgado, Mexico; Ioanna Volaki, Greece; Jiong WuJiong WuJiong WuJiong Wu, China; Shih-Yen 

Chiang, Taiwan; Maria Giudici, Italy; Jeong-Eun Choi, Korea; Lukas Narutis, Lithuania; Wei 

Wang, China. 

    

AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract    

The longest dike in the world [33km] was built by the Korean government through an 

initiative developed in the 70s to reclaim 44,100 ha of agricultural land for the country to 

be independent from food imports after its recovery from the Japanese occupation in the 

50s. 

Construction started in 1991 and after the 1997 Asian crisis the project turned from 

agricultural to fundamentally industrial and later in 2007, after almost $14bn investment, 

the ambitions on the site turned to tourist compounds, knowledge villages, hi-tech 

industry, together with luxury housing and services [golf courses] in a Dubai-like manner 

attracting investment through extra-jurisdictional spaces [FEZ, SEZ, FTZ]. Six billion-

dollar international funds [Netherlands, Germany, Dubai] have submitted letters of 

interest and the land reclamation is scheduled to start next year. Negotiations on 

political, social, and environmental issues have been put on fast-track and now the goal 

is attracting almost three million inhabitants to the area in a period of 20 years as well as 

making it an instant protagonist in the global scene. 

This initiative is only one of the three mega-project Korean government is currently 

promoting, together with the construction of the New Multi-functional Administrative 

City, which started construction in 2007 and will be finished by 2020 housing 500,000 

inhabitants by then, and the 500km-long canal that will cross the entire South Korea 

providing water transport. 

 

KeywordsKeywordsKeywordsKeywords: new city South Korea land reclamation dike Dubai tourism industry 

 

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

mambotaxi@gmail.com; gdelgado@berlage-institute.nl 

jwu@berlage-institute.nl 
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Young Cities: Developing energyYoung Cities: Developing energyYoung Cities: Developing energyYoung Cities: Developing energy----efficient urban Fabric in the Tehranefficient urban Fabric in the Tehranefficient urban Fabric in the Tehranefficient urban Fabric in the Tehran----Karaj Karaj Karaj Karaj 

Region Region Region Region     

Sebastian SeeligSebastian SeeligSebastian SeeligSebastian Seelig, TU Berlin    

 

 

As the capital region of the country and the fastest growing urban area in Iran, the 

western growth corridor between the city of Tehran and the city of Karaj, forming the 

Urban Growth Center, is a crucial arena for energy use and production: Despite the fact, 

that Tehran only occupies 1.2% of Iran’s total landmass, it houses 20% of its population 

and about 35% of the country’s industries. Population growth and urbanization, however, 

pose challenges in all dimensions of sustainability to the western growth corridor: 

inadequate housing, overstressed infrastructures, pollution, depletion of natural 

resources, and the threat of geo-hazards can be identified. These complex problems are 

even aggravated by the local semi-arid climate, which will change through the drastic 

effects of climate change. This will i.a. affect local resources and agriculture, land use 

patterns and energy demand in the Urban Growth Center. Simultaneously the Urban 

Growth Center is major driver to these development patterns contributing to GHG 

emissions in large scale and spatially concentrated. Main drivers of climate change in the 

Urban Growth Center of Tehran are: 

− Inefficient building structures and urban planning and design approaches, 

− High GHG emissions through transport sector, 

− Inefficient urban energy and water infrastructure systems,  

− Inadequate policy structures and implementation mechanisms, and 

− Inefficient end-user behavior.  

Observing the drastic impacts of climate change to be expected in Iran on the one hand 

and examining the huge potentials on mitigation in this country on the other hand, the 

Project will define adequate solutions on mitigating climate change in new urban 

settlements within the given and described political, technological and economic local 

structures. This will be applied in the New Town of Hashtgerd within the Tehran-Karaj 

Region. 

Therefore Project the aims at developing and realizing models for energy-efficient urban 

fabric in the Tehran-Karaj Region through:  

− Mitigation of climate change by developing and applying energy-efficient planning 

and management concepts on all elements in building construction and urban 

development (urban fabric) in contemporary mass housing.  

− Adaption of structures of the built environment to forthcoming effects of climate 

change by adapted new technologies and traditional experiences.  

 

In order to realize an effective reduction of energy consumption and exhaust of GHG 

emissions on the urban level in Iran, this guiding principle of sustainable urban 

development principle must remain an integral part of the Project’s approach, but be 

amended by focusing on climate-relevant measures. Among the large number of already 

well-known factors of energy-efficient urban fabric (which will be applied in the Project 

after being adapted to semi-arid conditions), the technical-scientific and procedural 

innovations of the Project are to be expected through systemic production of urban 
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structures in reality by integration of all required disciplines: urban development concepts 

will be interwoven with object planning and adjusted with energy and water infrastructure 

technologies. This will include a multi-scale approach on various levels – from the entire 

city to the single object – in order to achieve an overall optimization and advancement of 

the existing systems. This approach will be escorted by measures of capacity building, 

awareness raising and environmental, management and economic assessment tools 

considering the whole life cycle of the urban structures to justify ecological, social and 

economic aspects on the long run.  

Therefore the Project’s central research questions to be answered within the years 2008 

to 2013 are:  

1. Is it possible to achieve the expected and significant increases in energy-efficiency 

by the chosen integral approach? 

2. How can the strategic integration of the related disciplines be realized under the 

given cultural, socio-economic, ecological and climatic framing conditions? 

 

Project’s spatial ScopeProject’s spatial ScopeProject’s spatial ScopeProject’s spatial Scope    

Results and approaches of the successful first Project phase have been included in the 

modified Project approach. The Project’s focus will remain on formally planned mass 

housing settlements. This includes New Towns but now also comprises large urban 

expansions, since the NTDC amended its strategy, now also increasingly developing 

urban expansion areas. Despite the large criticism on New Towns expressed by 

researchers and practitioners in the last decades, current global boost of New Town 

projects in developing and emerging nations demands for a serious and in-depth 

investigation of this model of urban growth and research for its improvement in reality.  

 

Project AppProject AppProject AppProject Approachroachroachroach    

The Project’s approach is constituted by a particularly close integration of 

conceptualization, strategy, realization, evaluation and dissemination. This will be 

realized by the methodological track of “Research by Design”: Designed-based research 

will draw scientific findings and abstract derivatives from mutual design and planning 

processes with the Iranian partners. In this regard the term “design” will not only concern 

the creative process of developing spatial structures for the built environment, but in fact 

also be connoted with social, political, economic or ecologic aspects. This tool has been 

already tested in the first Project phase (one Pilot Project was brought to a status nearly to 

be implemented, another Pilot Project will be erected in 2008) and proved to be highly 

successfully for acting as visualized basis for in-depth dialogue with all related local 

actors and gaining rapid information.   

These action research activities will encompass several Pilot Projects throughout the 

Project’s runtime. The Pilot Projects are intended to serve for testing and demonstration 

of methodological, technological or capacity development solutions developed within a 

central Project Area, the 35 ha Area in Hashtgerd New Town.  

On this Area about 210 residential units shall be realized in two revolving construction 

phases, starting in late 2009 and late 2011 respectively. Findings of single Pilot Projects 

conducted on different scales in Hashtgerd New Town in parallel will successively feed in 

the 35ha Area Project, which therefore brings together the single measures and 

emphasizes synergetic effects. The 35ha Area Pilot Project will therefore be a unique 
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testing ground for real-life innovations. All pilot project activities will be accompanied by 

intense measure of capacity development and awareness-raising. By accompanying, 

supervising and monitoring these real planning processes and construction activities 

together with the Iranian partners, findings for a wider application in other New Towns 

will be drawn.  

Thereby the Project will enable a transfer of experience and applicability to the whole 

MENA Region. It understands itself as the starting point for a permanent Planning and 

Building Exhibition for sustainable urban development in Hashtgerd New Town. The 

project also wants to animate Iranian governmental institutions of MHUD and BHRC to 

establish a program for Pilot or Model Projects in the field of Urban Planning and Building. 

    

Project Structure Project Structure Project Structure Project Structure     

According to the new Project goals, the structure of the German consortium has carefully 

been re-organized and amended by few - but effective - actors and institutions in the 

fields of climatology, urban technologies and buildings services. In parallel the 

consortium’s structure was partly reduced and now concentrates on topics which allow for 

effective mitigation or adaption of climate change in the built environment. These 

amendments were derived from an intense analysis of the current local national situation 

in Iran and its specific requirements. The consortium now consists of the following 

Strategic Dimensions:  

• Urban development and Design,  

• Urban Infrastructure Systems, Design, and 

• Structure and Engineering. 

 

These Strategic Dimensions are continuously backed upped by the so called “Supporting 

Module”, being responsible for the cross-section tasks and objectives of the Project.  

    

 

Project structure 

 

The Project’s structure is being completed by the already well-established partnerships 

with high-ranking Iranian governmental institutions and partners from research and 

economy. The Building and Housing Research Center, Tehran, as Iranian lead-partner, the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, Tehran and the New Towns Development 

Corporation, Tehran have all not only assured their utmost commitment for the overall 
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Project, but in fact all signed up-to-date agreements ensuring their long-term 

commitment regarding all mutual research activities within the next five years. These 

influential institutions will not only safeguard the implementation of the Pilot Projects but 

moreover guarantee the access to other relevant decision making bodies on the regional 

and local level. The intense cooperation with Iranian universities and the involvement of 

PhD and Master-students, both on the German as well as on the Iranian side, rounds off 

the picture. 

 

 

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

seelig@youngcities.org 

 



 

 

New Towns and Townscapes: Towards an International Urban Model? New Towns and Townscapes: Towards an International Urban Model? New Towns and Townscapes: Towards an International Urban Model? New Towns and Townscapes: Towards an International Urban Model?     

Caroline MottaCaroline MottaCaroline MottaCaroline Motta,,,,    PhD Candidate, University of Paris Sorbonne - Paris IV 

 

 

Despite differences of generations, geography and culture, new towns in the 20
th 

century, these 

which are usually built around capital cities, have morphological characteristics that seem to be 

repeated from one new town to another. This paper, linked with the subject of my doctorate 

thesis, aims to underline this persistence of urban compositions, although, of course, the 

differences, in order to establish what have progressed. They are found in few countries such as 

France, the Netherlands, Finland, the United States and China.   

 

The main questions are presented in three parts:   

 

The first section determines the most important elements of the urban design of new towns, 

taking into consideration the sources of inspiration (models and countries). This observation is 

organised in three stages. The first begins by explaining the initial objectives of creation of the 

new towns (construction of residences after the Second World War, zones of preferential 

extension, real state developments) and their localization. The second stage studies the 

characteristics collected in garden cities (the English common reference is the concept of 

Ebenezer Howard, 1898). The last stage considers the transmission of experiences between 

various continents (Europe - America - Asia), through the travels of urban planning specialists or 

through the practice of experts called to advise.  

 

Secondly, it is interesting to question the persistence of a pattern through history, the creation of 

an international style. Could there be a label “new town”, which would be the result of an 

accumulation of every fashion? Constants in the search of the ideal city can be grouped into four 

principal criteria: urban morphology (low density, streets curves, medium-low height, links 

between car, train and bicycle transport), nature, which is a symbol of quality of life (presence of 

water and parks, towards a “way of life in the countryside”), the town center area and its skyline 

(accessibility, public equipment, shopping center, architectural identity) and finally, architectural 

innovation (by competitions concerning individual and multifamily residences, universities, 

schools for neighbourhoods, train stations, sports equipments) and urban aesthetics. 

 

These constants being established, it remains to be checked if the main components are always 

present, preserved in the oldest new towns and included in the youngest, in order to show if they 

are essential to the design of any new town, present or future. Among the divergences, there are 

three more relevant factors: town centers have often found it difficult to establish themselves 

(both in terms of cultural activities, their architectural profile and polycentrism increase), the 

development of suburbs of new towns (posterior urban projects, changes in boundaries, risk of 

disappearance of green spaces) and the redefinition of the term of heritage (townscape contrasts 

between the capital and the new town).   

 

The methodology combines field trips and interviews in each new town (taking several pictures of 

the townscape and, when possible, filming too) in addition to reading. In this way, the terrains 

under study can be set side by side straight away using the series of photographs and maps. The 

new towns studied are those constructed around Paris in the mid-1960s (in particular Cergy-
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Pontoise, which enjoys the most attractive townscape). There are also foreign references that 

have inspired French urban planners, taken from the new towns and garden-cities recorded by 

Pierre Merlin in 1969, in his work Les villes nouvelles (New Towns) and listed by the International 

New Town Institute: Almere, Lelystad and Emmeloord in the polders of the Netherlands; Tapiola 

in Finland; Reston in the United States (with, additionally Columbia, Radburn, Celebration and 

Coral Gables). In terms of future towns, it is interesting to study the projects around Shanghai, 

such as Anting New Town and Lingang, “the future garden-city”. Next objective will be to return 

towards the first series of new towns in the United Kingdom which inspired those studied. 

 

To conclude, new towns can appear to be towns just like others. However, it was and remains, for 

the majority of them, real experimentation and a reference in the attempt to do better in each 

period of the history of urban planning. Lessons learnt from the analysis of generations of new 

towns (what did not function and on the contrary, what went right) must be transmitted for future 

creations and, why not, through the International New Town Institute. 

 

Key wordsKey wordsKey wordsKey words:    new town, townscape, architecture, urban planning, Cergy-Pontoise, Almere, Tapiola, 

Reston, Lingang. 

 

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

caroline.motta@wanadoo.fr 
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PROSPER(c)ITY 
PhD researcher: Daliana SuryawinataPhD researcher: Daliana SuryawinataPhD researcher: Daliana SuryawinataPhD researcher: Daliana Suryawinata    

Promotor: Prof. Winy Maas The Why Factory/ DSD, TU Delft 

Abstract May 2008 for internal use only 

A Special Socio-economic Zone 

 

This project is driven by a dream of a future society which is highly 

prosperous, where they can work and almost retire at the same 

time. Prospercity proposes a new model for a socially-sustainable 

city based on a high level of living standard. High economic production 

is key to this proposal: it will enable economic citizenship 

for everyone, where all the citizens, regardless of income classes, 

may enjoy the benefit of the city’s economy (Sassen). It bears 

double agenda: how a city can offer itself as a chance-giving tool 

for economic freedom, while at the same time it would also like to 

nurture a dynamic social environment. 

Throughout the design process, numerous questions are raised: 

How do we define human (spatial) needs? What are the limits of 

consumption? What is the optimal state of working and leisure? 

Which working sectors are able to bring the most income for the 

city? How can spatial intervention generate new living standards? 

Parallel with the designing of the master plans, a research on the 

universal prosperity measurement is conducted, covering both the 

quantifiable and unquantifiable aspects of prosperity. There will 

be interviews with relevant key speakers ranging from theorists 

(Harvey, Davis), economists (Sachs), to developers and visionary 

architects, survey on public opinions, literature studies, and comparison 

studies of previous design attempts on the theme prosperity 

in a timeline format. These research materials will be analyzed 

to support and feedback the design. 

Prospercity favours a ‘tabula rasa’ condition. It needs to be free 

from historical burdens which a natural city has, because it has to 

start new as a complete system. It is not a renovation project, nor 

a gentrification. This new model will fulfill urgent demands for new 

cities: China aims to build 20 cities per year until 2020, India with 

its gigantic amount of population is giving birth to more Special 

Economic Zones (SEZ). Will Prospercity, as a new proposal of 

Special Social Zone (SSZ) be complementary to SEZ, or should it 

be a replacement of SEZ, is a question to explore. 

    

Contact detailsContact detailsContact detailsContact details::::    

dsuryawinata@gmail.com        
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Agency 2.0: Towards Adaptive Environments for Human HabitatsAgency 2.0: Towards Adaptive Environments for Human HabitatsAgency 2.0: Towards Adaptive Environments for Human HabitatsAgency 2.0: Towards Adaptive Environments for Human Habitats    

mrs. ir. Ekim Tanmrs. ir. Ekim Tanmrs. ir. Ekim Tanmrs. ir. Ekim Tan, PhD TU Delft, Faculteit Bouwkunde [NL] 

 

 

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground    

High urban complexities force planning and design paradigms shift towards non-predictability, 

uncertainty, and ‘emergentism’. Dealing with non-linear, fragmental and multidimensional urban 

conditions requires observing the city as a collection of interacting selfselfselfself----organizing systemsorganizing systemsorganizing systemsorganizing systems. 

‘Structures’ and ‘actors’ [agents] activate self-organization/re-creation of urban systems. 

Structures constrain and enable actions, whereas actors create new qualities and new structures 

through social interaction. These processes are named respectively ‘toptoptoptop----dodododown emergencewn emergencewn emergencewn emergence’ and 

‘bottombottombottombottom----up emergence’up emergence’up emergence’up emergence’. 

 

AgencyAgencyAgencyAgency    

The planning tradition that emerged during the industrialization era has employed and continues 

to employ structures to a large extend. At the same time the concept of agency remains rather 

unexplored. The research chooses to unravel different types of bottom-up emergences with a 

specific eye on human habitat environments. To exemplify, informal settlements [agency in the 

total lack of structures], sites and services [structures appropriated by agency], and individual or 

collective contractorship [structures stimulating agency]. Findings from different agency 

processes will be integrated in Agerncy 2.0, a web-based, interactive design software for 

collective human settlements.  

 

AlmereAlmereAlmereAlmere    

The 30 year old new town of Almere offers a suitable context for this responsive design platform 

for two main reasons. 1- The city enters a phase from being an ‘engineered’ new town into a 

complex city, 2- She experiments with a vision ‘Ik bouw mijn huis in Almere’; a city created and 

activated  through and by her inhabitants. There seems to be a great match between agent-based 

design processes and ambitions of Almere. 

 

PromotersPromotersPromotersPromoters    

This research is guided by Prof. Arnold Reijndorp from the University of Amsterdam and Prof. 

Henco Bekkering from the Delft University of Technology. 

    

FinancesFinancesFinancesFinances    

INTI [International New Towns Institute], U-LAB [Delft Urbanism Research Laboratory] 

 

ekim tan is a researcher and architect from istanbul. she is based in rotterdam. her doctoral 

research at the technical university of delft focuses on adaptive design systems and theories of 

self-organization. -she obtained her master degree in architecture at metu/ankara and was 

winner of the national archiprix award. she earned her master degree with honors in urbanism at 

the technical university of delft. 

the friction between the top-down-ness of design and bottom up responses to it forms the 

motivation for ekim tan’s work. the goal of her research is to propose an alternative design 

system that responds to the evolving needs of users over time. she analyzes informal settlements 

in istanbul, top-down designed neighborhoods in almere and fast-evolving neighborhoods in 
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evora, portugal. these human habitat environments will provide the raw material for formulating 

adaptive design strategies. 

 

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

t: t: t: t: +31[0]614217264 [nl]  

t:+90[0]5396469566[istanbul]  

e: e: e: e: r.e.tan@tudelft.nl  

a: a: a: a: heemraadssingel 213b  

3023 cc rotterdam  

a: dikilitas mah. emirhan cad. 8/1 4 besiktas istanbul 
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Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘City of the City of the City of the City of the 

FutureFutureFutureFuture’ 1959’ 1959’ 1959’ 1959----1963196319631963    

Ahmedzaib Khan MahsudAhmedzaib Khan MahsudAhmedzaib Khan MahsudAhmedzaib Khan Mahsud, researcher KU Leuven (B) PhD Title (2003-07, defended on 18th April 

2008, K. U. Leuven, Belgium)    

    

Nature and the City: The LegacNature and the City: The LegacNature and the City: The LegacNature and the City: The Legacy of Doxiadis´ plan for Islamabady of Doxiadis´ plan for Islamabady of Doxiadis´ plan for Islamabady of Doxiadis´ plan for Islamabad    

    

AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract 

My PhD research concerns the plan for Islamabad (1959-63) – one of the largest planned capital 

cities of the twentieth century and yet a little-known episode in the history of architecture and 

urbanism - by the Greek architect / urbanist C. A. Doxiadis (1913-75). Exploring various agendas 

behind the idea of Islamabad and the analysis of the way it was evolved into a plan for a future 

metropolis of three million inhabitants – its context, content, structure, and form – defined the 

scope of the research. The aim was to articulate a comprehensive vision of the historical 

development of Islamabad by analyzing and interpreting the ‘making of the plan’, which is 

understood as the translation of various agendas (political, economic, social), urbanistic ideas 

(Dynapolis as a ’city of the future’), and architectural concepts into the plan for materialization. 

The focus was to examine the critical relationship between ‘theory and practice’ and to assess the 

architectural value and the idea of urbanity embedded in the plan’s spatial articulation.  

 

The main thesis advanced in the PhD dissertation is that the making of the plan unfolds a 

(re)invention / (re)formulation of modernist urbanism. Four main elements, which marks 

Doxiadis´ point of departure from the mainstream modernism and characterizes his 

reformulated urbanism, are identified that includes: i) Multiple scale levels and overlapping, ii) 

Historic city as a body of design knowledge, iii) Extrovert Synthesis: Open space system as focus 

of design, and iv) Integration of nature and the city. The elaboration of this last element – the way 

nature and city are integrated - is proposed for presentation at the PhD-meeting of INTI. 

 

The plan of Islamabad is unique in the sense that over half of its area is designated as a national 

park and an ecological corridor. At first instance, the plan presents a solid (city) and void (nature) 

placed next to each other. However, closer examination reveals nature city integration and a 

specific designerly dealing with this condition of double scale for the unfolding of a greener 

urban future. The nature city integration as a double scale will be elaborated in the presentation 

from three main aspects; a) a specific notion of monumentality, b) multiple scaled urbanity, and 

c) simultaneous development of Landscape, Townscape together with the amelioration of local 

climatic conditions.  

 

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

Mahsud, Ahmedzaib Khan Architect | Urban Designer | Planner  

Doctoral Research Collaborator | Research Group Urbanism & Architecture OSA | Dept. ASRO 

(Architecture, Urbanism and Planning) | K. U. Leuven | Kasteelpark Arenberg 1 | 3001 Heverlee | 

BELGIUM t. +32 16 32 13 96 | f. +32 16 32 19 81 | c. +32 486 608508  

e. m.|khan.mahsud@asro.kuleuven.be |ahmedzaibKM@gmail.com    
khan.mahsud@asro.kuleuven.be http://hdl.handle.net/1979/1750 
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Ahmed Zaib Khan MahsudAhmed Zaib Khan MahsudAhmed Zaib Khan MahsudAhmed Zaib Khan Mahsud 

OSA Research group, ASRO dept., K. U. Leuven, BelgiumOSA Research group, ASRO dept., K. U. Leuven, BelgiumOSA Research group, ASRO dept., K. U. Leuven, BelgiumOSA Research group, ASRO dept., K. U. Leuven, Belgium    

Urban history, theory, Planning and DesignUrban history, theory, Planning and DesignUrban history, theory, Planning and DesignUrban history, theory, Planning and Design    

    

Ahmed ZaibAhmed ZaibAhmed ZaibAhmed Zaib K.M.  K.M.  K.M.  K.M. graduated in 1994 as an architect from National College of Arts Lahore. After 

practicing for 5 years in private sector firms in Islamabad, he joined P.W.D. (Pakistan Public Works 

Department) in 1999 for the projects of the federal Government. After an intense period of work 

in practice, with several projects completed to his credit and some ongoing in Islamabad and also 

in other parts of the country, Mr. Ahmed Zaib returned to the academia for furthering his 

knowledge and experience about architecture. He completed his 'Master of Architecture in Human 

Settlements' from K.U.Leuven, Belgium in 2000-01 and earned a PhD on 'critical relationship 

between theory and Practice' at the same university in April 2008. . . . Mr. Ahmed Zaib has been 

awarded the postdoc fellowship of ‘Aga Khan program for Islamic Architecture’ (2008-09) at MIT 

(Cambridge, U.S.A), where he intends to work on his upcoming book on Islamabad. 

 

Ph.D. Title 

 

Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘Constantinos A. Doxiadis´ Plan for Islamabad: The Making of a ‘City of the FutureCity of the FutureCity of the FutureCity of the Future’  1959’  1959’  1959’  1959----1963196319631963    

 

Ph.D. Abstract 

 

This research concerns the plan for Islamabad (1959-63) – one of the largest planned capital city 

of the twentieth century yet a little-known episode in the history of architecture and urbanism - 

by the Greek architect / urbanist C. A. Doxiadis (1913-75). Doxiadis´ stipulated agenda is a ‘City 

of the future’ - conceived as a theoretical project of urbanism by him and funded through Ford 

Foundation – for developing a methodological and design framework for an optimum urban 

settlement through using the opportunity created by the new capital project. The main 

hypothesis of this research is that Doxiadis´ ambition in the making of the plan of Islamabad is 

to (re)invent / (re)formulate modernist urbanism. The objective is to discern the architectural 

value and the idea of urbanity embedded in the spatial articulation of the plan through 

description, analysis, and interpretation of its making, and does not include its post realization. 

Between objectives and limitations, the intention is to comprehend the legacy of Doxiadis´ plan 

for Islamabad by constructing a narrative of its making for a comprehensive vision of its historical 

development. 

 

The broader framework is the post world war II urbanism (1950s-60s), with a working hypothesis 

that there are links, gaps, and blind spots in the understanding and modalities of this period, 

during which the mainstream modern movement metamorphoses into several directions. 

Doxiadis´ oeuvre - stretching from national housing programs, designs for new city, urban 

expansion and renewal projects in over 40 countries, his writings, founding of ‘Ekistics’ and its 

Journal, to the organization of Delos Symposia on urbanism and global futures - makes him a key 

figure yet to be situated in this period. It is argued that Islamabad, besides representing the best 

illustration of his oeuvre, gives a view on the trajectory of 1950s-60s urbanism, specifically, 

embedded in its making is the transformation of modernist ideas about the city and the 

development of the discourse of human settlements. It is in the analysis of the way the idea of 

Islamabad was evolved into a plan – its context, content, structure, and form – is what defines the 

scope of this research. 
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Two themes that are discerned while analyzing the plan - namely a) the integration of ‘Nature 

and the City’ as a philosophic idea, concept, and form of urbanity, and b) the design method of 

‘Extrovert Synthesis’ as a co-relation and integration of various scale levels in a 4-dimensional 

synthesis to achieve the former – remain central to advancing the research into a thesis. Both 

themes are analyzed, and interpreted in three ways: i) in sketching the context in which the idea 

of Islamabad was conceived, ii) in Doxiadis´ making of the plan and the discourse about it, and 

iii) in a re-reading of the plan, which forms a three part structure of the dissertation.  

 

The main position developed is that the plan offers a more complex re-configuration and 

overlapping of modernistic vocabulary of urban design in such a way that it propounds a space 

conception in which solid and void are interlocked at various scale levels, which is interpreted as 

a paradigmatic shift. A shift in which framework replaces form, and inhabitation replaces 

function, and brings the open space structure as the object of design. The focus of design on the 

interrelation of solid and void, more specifically, on the temporal and spatial qualities, and 

potentialities of open space as a framework is argued as an attempt to deal with issues of 

growth, programmatic complexity, and human association. The conclusion drawn is that the plan 

of Islamabad is a compendium of the 1950s-60s Urbanism, and a different model then the 

‘modernist city’. A model that focuses on the design of open space structure as a framework to 

unfold buildings, movement, a variety of spatial experiences, allows flexibility and appropriation, 

and preserves human scale, for a greener urban future.  
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The New TownThe New TownThe New TownThe New Town    

Simone RotsSimone RotsSimone RotsSimone Rots, Crimson Architectural Historians 

 

 

The New Town is a research project initiated by the Dutch office of Crimson Architectural 

Historians. The project focuses on the modernistic satellite cities and urban extensions erected 

all over the world in the post-war period as the idealistic and pragmatic answer to population 

growth, war damage and housing shortages after World War II. Based on the concept of the 

Garden Cities movement of Ebenezer Howard  and the English New Towns principles At the 

moment these new towns are worldwide considered to be worn out and oldfashioned: important 

parts are being restructured, by demolishing and rebuilding it again. Urban Planners in Asia, 

Africa and (Latin) America are being confronted with the same questions, dealing with this 

cultural heritage. How can these cities be renewed and transformed into modern cities again? 

 

In the New Town we trace the developing of these old new towns since their existence. It would 

be a waste not to learn form the ‘old’ new towns that have been inhabited for four or five 

decennia. Maybe it is possible to even find answers in the use of this modernistic heritage. The 

goal is to find the confrontation between the concept, the design of the new towns and the build 

reality and the use in the past decades. The three main topics of the research are: the original 

concept and planning, the development since and the influence of local culture and way of living 

and lastly the future plans for redevelopment. 

After the first phase of the research, a worldwide inventory, twenty case studies are selected 

located on the five continents. These case studies combine the original new towns concept with 

themes like formality versus informality, decolonization and new towns as export means during 

the Cold War.  

 

The phd research focuses on the new towns in Latin-America and on this continent being part of 

a global network. A network of designers connected in some way to the modernistic ideas of the 

CIAM. This modernistic network the opponents of the Cold War used in their plans to extend their 

influence and power in other parts of the world, like Latin America and Afrika by building new 

towns. In Latin America designers like Sert, Villanueva and Doxiadis worked during the postwar 

period. 

The research starts in Venezuela with 23 de enero in Caracas, an example of a new town in which 

the theme planned-versus-unplanned (formality-informality) becomes very clear and Ciuadad 

Guyana, a newly planned industrial city. 

  

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

s.rots@crimsonweb.org 
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RRRRourkela ourkela ourkela ourkela –––– The double life of a modernist city in India  The double life of a modernist city in India  The double life of a modernist city in India  The double life of a modernist city in India     

Dipl.Dipl.Dipl.Dipl.----Ing. Arch. Ali SaadIng. Arch. Ali SaadIng. Arch. Ali SaadIng. Arch. Ali Saad, , , , maxwan architects & urbanists Rotterdam 

 

 

Research on the Transformation of an Indian New Town planned by the German Krupp 

Coorporation in 1955, carried out at the Technische Universität Berlin from 2005 to 2007 at the 

chair of Prof. Dr. Wouter Vanstiphout. The concept of the Modernist City is widely regarded as a 

failure today. The reasons are often searched in the typological conception of the former icons of 

modern life. They are widely regarded as too empty, too big, too anonymous, too inhuman. While 

the European „New Towns“ decay, some of the innumerable relatives of this universal typology, 

which got exported after the end of WWII from the West to many developing countries, became a 

success exactly because of these typological parameters. One of them is the New Town Rourkela. 

Co-financed by the German Government and planned by the company of Hitler‘s former arm 

supplier Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Hallbach, it was the first and one of the most ambitious 

development aid projects of German postwar history: the transformation of a poor and 

underdeveloped area in India into the most modern industrial region of Asia. 

Today, after more than fifty years, Rourkela shows how the modernist project needed to be 

interpreted in a different way to make out of an abstract model a real, multilayered and locally 

useful city. The export of the western model to an alien context had a liberating effect for the 

potentials of the modernist plan. Because of the citzens ‘ different understanding of space, its 

typological elements were used according to local patterns and thus could generate their full 

potential. Like this the city became an open, urban infrastructure: a political field of interaction 

and negociation for its heterogenous society, that could help us looking at European Post war 

New Towns in a different way. 

    

CV Ali SaadCV Ali SaadCV Ali SaadCV Ali Saad    

Ali Saad (*1975) studied architecture in Berlin and Barcelona with grants of the German National 

Academic Foundation and the European Commission. He graduated from the Technische 

Universität Berlin in May 2004 at the chair of Kees Christiaanse, with his award-winning diploma 

thesis on the critical redesign of central Beirut. Previously he worked for the EU-funded research 

project Urban Catalyst, where he helped developing a temproary use strategy for the Palast der 

Republik, that later became instrumental in the realization of the Volkspalast project. 

Right after his graduation Ali became assistant professor at the Technische Universität Berlin, 

where he worked together with Wouter Vanstiphout and Luis Feduchi until 2007. During this time 

he led various architectural and urban design studios on Asian and European cities and 

conducted extensive research on the transformation of western, postwar New Towns exported to 

unstable, political contexts, mainly in India, Pakistan and Iran. His study on Rourkela was recently 

published in the German architectural magazine archplus and will soon be on display at the 

exhibition Linz Texas on the occasion of Europe's Cultural Capital Linz09 in Austria. 

His professional design experience includes working at Enric Miralles Benedetta Tagliabue 

associats in Barcelona and various independent commissions, among others the design for the 

new Nike Park in Berlin. He is currently working as an architect at maxwan architects & urbanists 

in Rotterdam, where he is involved in the supervision of the Barking Riverside project, a future 

New Town for 26.000 inhabitants on London’s Thames Gateway. 

    

Contact detailsContact detailsContact detailsContact details    

alisaad@gmx.de http://www.zazazaza.eu 
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Urban village and selfUrban village and selfUrban village and selfUrban village and self----organization in south Chinaorganization in south Chinaorganization in south Chinaorganization in south China    

Yanliu LinYanliu LinYanliu LinYanliu Lin, Eindhoven University of Technology (NL)    

 

 

With the ongoing urbanization and general globalization, “urban village”, a specific post-rural 

community with the dual urban-rural structure, is formed in Guangzhou, China. Today 

surrounded by skyscrapers of urban areas, 139 ViCs are characterized with anomalous dense 

fabrics and informal settlements (original villagers “illegally” construct their houses for the 

floating population who migrant from rural areas, looking for temporary jobs in the city without 

permits to actually settle in cities as “citizens”). This makes them look like “the islands in the 

ocean”, different from urban areas. This presentation focuses on several bottom-up practices of a 

typical case of urban villages in Guangzhou, which respond to many urgencies and is involved by 

multi-actors. 

 

Three topics: 

1. a well self-organization system as a result of historical legacies and current conjunctures 

2. self-development project and  self-housing during the rapid urbanization 

3. Private-private cooperation in a new type of project 

    

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

y.lin@tue.nl / yanliu_lin@hotmail.com 
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Managing Urban Villages in Fast Growing ChiManaging Urban Villages in Fast Growing ChiManaging Urban Villages in Fast Growing ChiManaging Urban Villages in Fast Growing Chinese Citesnese Citesnese Citesnese Cites    

Pu HaoPu HaoPu HaoPu Hao, International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation (ITC) Enschede 

 

 

AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract    

Rapid growth and urbanization in the developing world challenges urban planning from various 

aspects. This research addresses one of those challenges—dealing with the phenomenon of 

urban village in the Chinese context using the case study of Shenzhen city. Urban village is a 

specific housing form in Chinese cities. Although it is a type of informal housing provided on the 

basis of self-help in a self-organising manner, the urban village is remarkable for providing the 

most affordable and accessible housing for migrants who are otherwise virtually excluded from 

the urban housing market due to financial and social constraints. However, due to many 

problems associated with urban villages, the government has endeavoured to demolish and 

redevelop urban villages. In less than three decades, many urban villages have experienced a full 

life course of emergence, evolution and demolition. Despite their short lives, the development of 

urban villages occurs as a profound historical process. This research focuses on understanding 

this process, based on local knowledge, and with the help of information technologies. It 

explores the role and functions of urban villages in China’s urbanization, to provide insight into 

their impacts and implications. Based on the understanding of their development process, 

models are built to simulate the changes of urban villages under different development 

scenarios. This not only examines our understanding about the development process of urban 

villages, but also supports urban planning in either taking alternative solutions or coping with the 

problems associated with development and redevelopment of urban villages.  

 

ContactContactContactContact details: details: details: details:    

hao@itc.nl
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Social change and spatial reSocial change and spatial reSocial change and spatial reSocial change and spatial re----division: understanding China’s new urban division: understanding China’s new urban division: understanding China’s new urban division: understanding China’s new urban 

fragmentationsfragmentationsfragmentationsfragmentations    

Brenda MadrazoBrenda MadrazoBrenda MadrazoBrenda Madrazo, , , , Department of Human Geography and Planning, Utrecht University 

 

 

Chinese cities’ socio-spatial structure is being re-divided and re-defined.  Since the Open Door 

and Reform Policy of 1978 China’s government geared its main tasks on developing the country’s 

economy based on Deng Xiaoping’s policy of ‘letting some people get rich first.’  The resulting 

‘economic miracle’ has improved the living conditions of many, but with it, also brought 

increasing social inequalities. The transition has occurred together with major transformations of 

the built environment as the changing social composition of cities reflects ‘newly divided cities’ 

and a mix of ‘socialist-planned’ and ‘market-transition’ urban layers The socio-spatial 

transformations are reshaping the physical character of Chinese cities and fundamentally 

changing the ways of living of urban dwellers. One of the most significant changes is the 

transition from almost no spatial segregation to a spatially segregated city. This pressing 

concern, the social implications of space in China’s urban transition, requires research attention. 

Therefore, the main aim of this research is to provide insights on the reciprocal relation between 

society and space given current and increasing urban fragmentations in two Chinese cities: 

Nanjing and Wuhan from an urban planning perspective.  In order to understand the dynamics in 

this relation, processes of segregation, their effects on social capital and social exclusion, and 

the related policy implications will be examined to develop essential knowledge to inform theory, 

policy and practice at a critical time.  

 

Contact detailsContact detailsContact detailsContact details    

B.L.MadrazoGonzalez@students.uu.nl 
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Comparison Study of New Towns in China and Western Europe Comparison Study of New Towns in China and Western Europe Comparison Study of New Towns in China and Western Europe Comparison Study of New Towns in China and Western Europe     

Ir. Ir. Ir. Ir. Jing ZhouJing ZhouJing ZhouJing Zhou, department of Urbanism, Faculty of Architecture, TU Delft 

 

 

AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract    

In the presentation, I will talk about the first year work of my PhD research on new towns.  

 

Around the corner of 21st century, there begins a big wave of new town development around the 

growing metropolises in China. According to the plans, new towns, as a major form of 

urbanization in the coming two or three decades, should be playing very important role in 

accommodating urban growth and balancing the urban-rural differentiation. How to establish a 

new town or new city with real urban social vitality is the main challenge my research is going to 

explore.  

 

The ground work of my first year is to understand the concept and definition of new towns as 

well as the experiences of west new town development from a historical perspective. Efforts are 

also put into understanding the contemporary socio-economic background, both in the West and 

China, from a theoretical point of view. By studying these, it becomes clear that planning 

interventions nowadays ought to more humanistic and flexible in the process and production. 

 

The research takes public domain in a new town as study subject, including public programs and 

public places. From both design and strategy point of view, the research will critically investigate 

the comparable social and spatial values of Western and Chinese new towns, which can be 

references to each other in future urban development. 

 

Contact details: Contact details: Contact details: Contact details:     

Jing.Zhou@tudelft.nl  
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ReReReRe----inventing the British new Town inventing the British new Town inventing the British new Town inventing the British new Town     

Helena RivieraHelena RivieraHelena RivieraHelena Riviera, A small Studio (not able to attend PhD-meeting) 

 

 

The UK is currently leading one of the largest regeneration projects in Europe. It has 

designated four Growth Areas and a number of Growth Points throughout England that will 

become home to a series of new communities. The areas are not only concerned with 

meeting a housing shortage, and have as their principal objective to accommodate the 

economic success of the Greater South East (ODPM 2003). This is a programme about 

creating new and sustainable communities through building new infrastructure, linking to 

existing urban centres, providing new jobs and strengthening the local economy of each 

area. It is an ambitious programme that goes beyond building new homes. 

Within this context, the Architecture Foundation & Kingston University have initiated a 

three-year research programme into what it is the most relevant building strategy that can 

inform the Growth Areas today: the New Towns Programme.   Under a brave new post-war 

Britain, The New Towns Act of 1946 was passed to address a major national housing 

shortage problem- a programme not only for the reconstruction of the built environment, 

but also for the creation of a fairer society. These were comprehensively planned towns 

aiming to become pioneering examples of modern planning with a strong vision –some 

argue a paternalistic vision- of the type of communities that would live there. The New 

Towns programme eventually led to the construction of 21 new towns in England, five in 

Scotland, two in Wales and four in Northern Ireland. Whether the new towns are successful 

is still a debatable issue. What is clear -regardless of their success or failure- is that the 

new towns were built with a strong vision and incredibly ambitious targets. 

By studying the New Towns programme, its legacy and its transferable lessons, this project 

is setting the scene for a much-needed discussion on how the Growth Areas could be 

developed. 

 

WhoWhoWhoWho- The team, a quick look at the setup of this collaborative project  

WhatWhatWhatWhat- The project, a description and project outline. Alan Corcoran's '55 words/day'  

WhereWhereWhereWhere- The towns, their location & data  

WhenWhenWhenWhen- A project-specific timeline of related events from 1835- 2020  

HowHowHowHow- The research methodology and techniques being developed  

FutureFutureFutureFuture- Puting the project in a contemporary context and envisaging a forseeable 

application of this project  

AgentsAgentsAgentsAgents- There are so many relevant events, projects, institutes and people! This is a look at 

'the stuff making it happen' that may/may not be influential.  

 

Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:Contact details:    

helena@asmallstudio.co.uk  

http://www.asmallstudio.co.uk/ 

 


